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First/ Aidu..

There are a few simple things for you to do before
calling for the Service Man. Years of experience
and dealings with hundreds of thousands of Kirby
owners show that one of the following things

may happen:

1. If the motor will not run, although the flood-
light lights up when the Start-Stop switch is turned

down...remember the Kirby is equippéd(withia
Safety Switch which doesn’t permit the motor to
operate until all moving parts are enclosed. See
Page 8 of this instruction book.

2. " If you experience difficulty in picking up ravel-
ings or lint, probably the bag needs emptying. Also,
see Page 20 on the adjustment or replacement of

the rotary brush or belt.
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Should you ever have occasion to communicate
with the distributor or manufacturer regarding your
Kirby, be sure to mention the model and serial

number of the machine as shown on the name-plate
located on the bottom of the fan case. Write it in
the space provided on the cover of this booklet.

\

SR

A new word has been added to the vocabulary of
the Kirby owner . . . HOME MAINTENANCE!
The Kirby Sanitation System has led for many
years in the services of efficiently cleaning and re-
moving the dust and dirt from your home and its
furnishings. Now, new Kirby units have been added
which extend the range of its usefulness into house-
keeping or maintenance. The additions of the
Handi-Butler, new Power Polisher and the Suds-o-
Gun have been noteworthy.

We want you to receive full value in your purchase
of the Kirby Sanitation System and recommend
your close attention and thorough reading of its
presentation in the following pages.

Keep this booklet. Although we have tried to make

NOW YOUR “KIRBY”. ..
)

it complete in its presentation of the many units
and features, there still remains a multitude of uses
not even mentioned. However, after you have read
it, you will have a workable idea of the things into
which the designers of the Kirby haveput much
time, thought, effort and money.

The Kirby is delivered to you shiny-new and in
perfect adjustment, all ready to be put to work.
You start with the best machine of its type in the
world, and it will continue to give you the best of
service if you give it a reasonable amount of care.

Read and review this booklet in order to secure
the maximum use from this wonderful array of
Kirby units and exclusive features. KNOW YOUR
KIRBY'!

Page 2



MAJOR PARTS

1 — Bag

2 — Sani Em-tor

3 — Brush Roll

4 — Rug Nozzle

5 — Belt Lifter

6 — Motor Unit

7 — Floodlight Cover
8 — Handle Pin

9 — Long Handle
10 — Cord

#* YOU CAN IDENTIFY THESE
PARTS BY NAME OR_NUMBER

NAMES OF KIRBY PARTS

AUXILIARY TOOLS

11 — Floor Duster

12 — Flexible Hose

13 — Lifter(Grip

14 — Shoulder Strap

15 — Straight Extension Tube
16 — Curved Extension Tube
17 — Coupler Tube

18 — Massage Cup

19 — Crystalator

20 — Suction Coupler

21 — Blower Coupler

22 — Utility Brush Nozzle
23 — Utility Air Nozzle

24 — Duster Brush

25 — Crevice Tool
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Hundle « o o After the handle has been joined
together and tightened with a screwdriver, remove
the handle pin from the top of the power unit, and
drop the handle into the notch. Line up the holes in
the handle with those in the top of the power unit
and press the pin into place.

Electrical Connection...Piug the extension
cord end into the Push-Push Switch. Place the wire

loop of the cord over the small hook on.the rear of
the handle. Wind the cdord downward under!the
bottom hook on the handle, and, then, wind up-
ward over the top hook. The bag_ is ldttached after
the cord is in place. This precludes ‘any loosening
of the plug by the tugging of the bag when it is
inflated.




S AFETY
SWITCH

The Patented Safety Switch prevents the operation

of the motor when the fan blades are exposed, even

though the Start-Stop switch has been turned on.

When the Rug Cleaner Nozzle, Power Polisher,

Suction Coupler or the Handi-Butler are in place,

“Know the names of important
points of operation.

e
.,

covering the fan blades, the motor will run when

P
Y anmasomn .,
g

the Start Switch is moved into the “ON” position.
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OPERATION

This is the back view of the Rug Cleaner
Nozzle. The Belt Lifter hook can be seen
through the round opening, stretching the
belt in readiness for attachment of the nozzle

to the Power Unit.
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This is the front view of the Rug Cleaner
Nozzle, with the Belt Lifter lever turned to
the position in which the belt is OFF the
drift shaft of the motor. The belt is stretched
over the hook of the Belt Lifter in readiness
for the attachment of the nozzle to the
Power Unit.

ED BELT LIFTER

With the Rug Cleaner Nozzle in place, the
Belt Lifter lever is turned to the “Up” or
“On” position . . . the Belt Lifter’s hook has
been turned so it drops the belt down onto
the motor drive shaft, ready to turn the
rotary brush.

Perhaps the easiest way to tell you about the Belt
Lifter is to say that it is the mechanism designéd
to make easy the formerly tough task of placing the
drive belt on the motor shaft. The rotary brush in
the Rug Cleaner Nozzle is driven through this belt.
Before attaching the nozzle to the motor unit, it will
be necessary to place the belt over the hook of the
Belt Lifter. This hook is an integral part of the
nameplate on the nozzle and cannot be removed.
Hold the nozzle in the left hand with the nameplate
down., Grasp the Belt Lifter nozzle cap “lever” with
the right hand and turn it to the “ON” position.
Look in the round opening on the back of the nozzle

Then rotate the lever as far as it will go. Make sure
that the loop of the belt is caught by the hook of
the belt lifter. The belt is then in pesition for-the

attachment of the nozzle to the motor unit. Then

drop into driving contact on the motor shaft by a
turn of the belt lifter lever. The belt lifter should
not be left in the “OFF” position for any extended

length of time because it stretches the belt.

A — Rug Cleaner

B — Power Polisher
C — Handi-Butler
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Step on the Toe-Touch Control, raising the Power
Unit to the top height, position number seven.
Raise the Floodlight cover, exposing the cam lock
which locks the nozzle into place. Place the notched
lugs on the back of the nozzle over the horizontal
shaft of the fan case located under the motor shaft.
Press downward on the nozzle to compress the

To put patented 'RUG CLEANER NOZZLE' into operation

spring in the Safety Switch, tilt the nozzle firmly
against the face of the Fan case, and turn the Cam
Lock lever locking the nozzle firmly into place.
Turn the Belt Lifter lever to the “ON” position with
the word “ON” against the stop pin, and the nozzle
will be ready for work. To remove the Rug Cleaner
Nozzle, just reverse this progedure.

aust

Attaching Suction Coupler y

Hold the Suction Coupler lightly in the palm of the
hand parallel with the fingers. Hook the lugs over

the shaft located directly under the motor shaft on

Page 11

the face of the fan case. Use the othér hand to turn
the cam lock latch until it holds the Suction Coup-~

ler firmly in place. \

4
) 4

Attaching
Flexible Hose

Hold the Power Unit firmly with the left hand, the
Flexible Hose laid out in front of the machine, the
hose coupler ring held firmly in the palm of the
right hand, and it is ready to be locked into place.
The coupler ring of the hose should be held in
place over the suction or Blower Coupler and
rotated slightly. ‘Feel’ for the right slot, and twist-
turn it into place. The Flexible Hose is placed on
the suction end when a cleaning operation is in-
tended, and on the blower end when the Spray,
Suds=O-Gunjorcthe Crystalator are to be used.
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/. VIBRATION RUG CLEANING ACTION

A positive, yet gentle, way of shaking loose the
embedded dirt in a rug, sweeping and carrying the
dirt away. Triple-cushioned refers to:

1. A plastic cap on each end of the brush roll
which cushions the brush roll mechanism. 2. Long,
resilient bristles in the rotating vibrating brush,
which bend and cushion their sweeping action.
3. The rug is lifted from the floor to the face of
nozzle and so is vibrated and swept while supported
by a cushion of air.

For thorough rug cleaning, push the cleaner slowly,
otherwise you may “break the suction.” Look at
No. 3 on, the chart. When the suction is “broken”
the rug drops to the floor and the cleaning action
stops. If the cleaner doesn’t pick up threads and
lint, look at the belt which drives the rotary brush
and see if the tension is such that the brush rotates
when held lightly against the rug. The brush must
Le clean and the bristles adjusted properly.

Page 13
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To Adjust Nozzle Height for Efficient Rug Cleaniag . . .

The many new kinds of rugs in use today make the
proper adjustment of the nozzle height more impor-
tant than ever before. If the nozzle is too far off the
rug’s surface, it won’t clean at all, and if it is too
close, pushing down and resting on the rug, it won’t
clean efficiently and might be hard to push. There-
fore, a device is provided with which the nozzle can
be adjusted to the proper cleaning height. The Toe-
Touch Control is the semi-automatic way of raising
and lowering the nozzle. Button A is used for rais-
ing the nozzle and Button B is used for lowering the
nozzle a notch at a time. These adjustments are
made by pressing the buttons with the toe of your
shoe. This is a comparatively easy,and quick way of
accomplishing this important adjustmeént.

Place the Rug Cleaner Unit on the carpet or rug,
press Button A and raise the adjustment to No. 7
on the indicator (the top position). Start the motor
and lower the nozzle a notch at a time by pressing
Button-B until you see the rug drawn up to the
nozzle by the suction and a noticeable deepening
in the tone of the motor occurs. In this way you
can know when you have the best nozzle adjust-
ment for the cleaning of each particular rug.
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HOW TO KEEP YOUR KIRBY

WORKING AT ITS.:BEST. ..

BrUSh Cleunmg « « « Keep it clean! Remove
the thread and hair that-wrap |around the brush.
A pair of scissors and an old comb are useful-tools.
Also remove the brush and clean any collection of
hair and lint from around the end cap found at
each end. To remove brush: Remove the nozzle
from the motor unit. Turn the belt lifter handle
to “on”. The brush assembly and the rug plate will

pull off the bottom of the nozzle as a unit.

To replace, make sure the notches in the rug plate
are to the-réar of the nozzle. Push the unit onto
the end of the nozzle. Place the belt on the hook
of the belt lifter and turn handle to “off” position.
The nozzle will then be ready to place on the

motor unit.
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Adjustment of brush to compensate
for bristle wedr . .. As the bristles on the

brush wear;, it will be necessary to adjust the brush
to régdin brushing efficiency, Adjust the(brush by
turning the adjustment screws clockwise. Turn the
screws the same amount at each end so the bristles
extend evenly along the full length of the nozzle.
The bristles should protrude 1/16” below the
nozzle edge.

Replacement of worn-out brush...

Remove brush and rug plate assembly as described
on Page 19.

Remove brush from rug plate by holding the brush
in one hand, one “ear” of the rug plate spring in
the other hand. Push the brush one way and the
“ear” the other way. The new brush will go in by
the same method. The notches that carry the brush
roll are of different widths so that it is impossible
to assemble it in any other way but the proper way.

Installation of new belt ... remove rug
plate as described on Page 19. Remove one end of
brush from “ear” of rug plate as described under
“Replacement of worn-out brush”. Slip on new
belt'and replace‘roll into spring. Assemble to nozzle
as described on Page 19.
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FLOODLIGHT BULBS ...

To replace, raise floodlight cover, and note that

socket assembly has a clamp that fastens around
the metal base of the bulb. The base of the bulb

is of the bayonet type, similar to these/used-in

automobile headlights. Turn the bulb slightly
counter-clockwise, or to the left, push in at the same
time, and then pull out. Do not force. If it is done
right it will come out with a firm but gentle pres-
sure. Reverse this procedure to install the new
bulb. | We cannot, guarantee the life of the light
bulbs. Replacements can be secured from your

Kirby distributors.

LUBRICATION . ..

The ball bearings in the motor and in the brush are
packed in grease. They should not require any
additional grease for a number of years with aver-
age use in the home. Should any difficulty develop,
consult your Distributor immediately, or write the

Factory Service Department for instructions.

Duster Brush
Blower Coupler

Curved Extension Tube

Shoulder Strap

Utility Brush-Nozzle

Suction Coupler
Flexible Hose

Crystalator

Lifter Grip

Duster and Buffing Pad

Long Extension Tube
Crevice Tool

CABINET. ..

Planned for increased convenience in use and

. hung

storage. It can be carried to the job . .

- keeps the tools handy while you

on a doorknob or the back of a chair. .

use the Kirby units. It can be stored away neatly and easily on the back

of a closet door, a space which wouldn’t otherwise be used.
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8 COMPLETE UNITS. ...

A Multitude of . Uses for
in the Home!

-3
>

Unit on the floor: Walls, baseboards,
tapestries, lamp ‘shades, venetian
blinds, radiators, brick fireplaces, win-
dow drapes and pianos.

Reaching tubes added: Ceilings, mold-
ings, lighting fixtures, windows and
doors.

Shoulder Strap added: Attic, base-
ment and automobile.

Sheeting buffing wheel for polishing sporting équip=
ment and household metals.
Flannel buffing wheel for polishing precious metal
jewelry, silver and chromium table and hollow-ware.
Grilndmg wheel for sharpening knives or other edged
tools.
Wire brush wheel for cleaning dirt, rust and scale
from pans, tools and sporting equipment.

b: 1 li pad for lishi waxed sur-
faces on wood, metal or leather . . . automobiles,
shoes, suitcases and furniture.

Page 24




The Suds-O-Gun is a companion piece for the Spray
G Tt S @) Etachment which fits over the nose
end of the Spray Gun and is used to produce extra-
dry suds for the shampooing of rugs, tapestries and

overstuffed furniture.

Many types of detergents and soap solutions may
be used. About two tablespoonfuls of any of the
popular detergents in a half-pipt of water makes
excellent suds. If soap flaRes‘or'granties are’ et
they must be thoroughly dissolved, otherwise they
may clog the small tube or the screen. In operation,
the spray jet of suds solution strikes the inner face
of the Suds-O-Gun screen and is broken up into
bubbles by the air blast. You will note that the valve
button on top of the Spray Gun is adjustable. Turn-
ing it governs the amount of valve opening . . . a

fine-spray. makes dry suds.

Connect the Spray Gun to the Power Unit in the
fegulariwayt/Then attach the Suds-O-Gun part
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firmly on the nose end of the Sprayer, over the two
lugs provided, by turning it clockwise.

The suds can be piled directly on the surface to be
cleaned or gathered in a wash basin. Because it
contains a minimum of water it does not soak the
article to be cleaned. Water can be very harmful
if it soaks into the fabric because it can cause mildew
and streaking. Heap foam on the surface to be
cleaned and scrub a small area until the foam dis-
appears. An ordinary scrub brush is satisfactory,
but a natural or synthetiofsponge [may] be used if
you prefer. The foam quickly dissolves the film of
surface grease and restores the original coloring.
In a few moments the surface is dry. If desired, the
drying action can be hastened by using a blast of

KIRBY--.

air from the Kirby flexible hose. A single
is usually sufficient, but several may be re
the case of a very dirty rug. It may be
to use a second treatment on the arms and
of a chair where most of the dirt collects.

When the surface is dry, remove the loose
and dirt with the Rug Cleaner Nozzle in
of rugs; and the Upholstery Nozzle in the
upholstery. This will arrange the pile eve
smooth out the nap. The very finest of r
Upholstery materials cannot be harmed b;
pooing in this way, because excessive mois
soak the material is not required. A long
period is not necessary and a clean article
put into use immediately.

THE NEAREST THING
PUSH BUTTON HOUSE CLEAN



Floor — Shoulder

S PORTABLE —

The Portable Unit is used to clean draperies, vene-
tian blinds, lamp shades, moldings, pianos, radia-
tors, walls, stone fireplaces, window shades, light-
ing fixtures . . . everything above the floor. It is
designed to be pulled on wheels over the floor, lifted
up stairs or into an automobile with the Lifter Grip
handle, and carried using the shoulder strap.

The feather-light Curved and Straight Extension
Tubes lengthen the user’s reach . . . aid in getting
dirt from the very high places (such as moldings,
tops of doorways and draperies), and the usually
inaccessible low placcs (such as under stoves, cup-
boards or radiators).

The Tool Cabinet can be carried to the job along
with the Portable Unit. Hang the cabinet on a door
knob or the back of a chair to keepl.the! tools in
readiness.

The Utility Brush Nozzle brushes up the nap on

upholstered furniture and the strong suction carries
away the lint and dirt. The Duster Brush with its
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long flexible bristles and soft rubber center is de-
signed to loosen the dust frem,corners-and.-delicate
surfaces, such as polished or scroll woodwork, fur-
niture or lamp shades.

To make up the portable unit, unhook cord and
bag ring from long handle, then remove the handle
after pulling out the handle pin. Replace the floor
cleaning handle with the Lifter Grip. Set the Lifter
Grip in place by resting it in the groove located near
the hole for the handle pin. Insert the handle pin.
To remove floor cleaning nozzle, lift the floodlight
cover, turn the belt lifter lever, raise the machine to
the highest adjustment point of the Toe-Touch
Control, turn the nozzle lock and lift off. Put into
place the suetion-coupler, lock and lower flood light
cover into wWorking position. Attach the hose to the
suction coupler that is in place on the motor unit.
Attach the bag ring to rear eye on the lifter grip.

This is the most portable of units and a good part of
the success in its use is in having the right, teol for
a particular type of job.
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This is the full-sized power unit with the revolving
brush which is used in the cleaning of mattresses,
heavy thick cushions, upholstered furniture, and
carpeted stairways.

Attach the Sani Em-tor and bag to the exhaust
opening of the Power unit and attach bag ring to
the rear of the Lifter Grip, which is substituted for
the long handle. The Floor Nozzle is in place, and
the Toe-Touch Control has lowered the nozzle to
the “0” position.

Thisumtimay, be,opérated Wwith-orywithout rotation
of the revolving-Brush. Swing the belt lifter lever to
the “Off” position if you do not desire to use the
revolving brush.
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This is the unit used to clean rugs and carpets of all
kinds. There are various new twist and sculptured
rugs which pose difficulties for many machines, but
not the Kirby, because of the Toe-Touch control
with which the best cleaning height of the floor
nozzle canreadily be secured. The Triple-cushioned-
vibration-cleaning action can quickly and positively
shake loose the deep-down dirt and whisk it away
into the filter bag. Of course this must be emptied
of the dirt collected at reasonable intervals so that
the important powerful flow of air is maintained at
alll times: This is the _important function of the
Sani Em-tor. It makes easy this task of emptying
the bag which is so necessary for effective cleaning.
The Kirby bag is unusually large, therefore it does
not require emptying as often as smaller bags.

TRIPLE-CUSHIONED-VIBRATION CLEANING ACTION:

1 — Plastic cap cushions.
2 — Cushioning resilient bristles.
3 — Air Cushions under rug.
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This set-up is used for the dusting of hardwood,

linoleum, cement or other hard-surfaced floors.

Tilt the nozzle of the machine up and snap the felt

pad into place with the metal clips provided for this
purpose. The rubbing of this felt pad loosens the
dirt and surface film for the air stream to carry
away. The suction will also clean the dirt from the

cracks and crevices in the floor.

This is the unit that is used to polish the hard-
surfaced floors after they have been waxed. Remove
the Rug Cleaner Nozzle from the Power Unit.
Adjust the Belt Lifter on the Polisher Unit so the
belt is stretched and ready to be placed on the
machine. Lock the-Polisher Nozzle-intd place-and
turn the Belt Lifter lever, dropping the belt onto
the shaft and ready for operation. Lower the brush
to the floor with the Toe-Touch Control, and the
machine is ready to operate. The Power Polisher
brush, driven by the Power Unit, quickly puts a
high polish on any waxed surface.

With the removal of the long handle and the attach-
ment of the Lifter Grip, the Power Polisher Unit
can be easily used for the polishing of table and
sink tops, linoleum cov-

ered walls, or other simi-

lar surfaces.
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which it left the factory.

Kirby Guarantee, Service | e and Fire Ci g

Distributor, and, unless Genuine Kirby Factory parts are used.

During one year from date of purchase, the Company after
due examination will replace or repair any part the Com-
pany judges defective in material or workmanship. Delivery
10 Lo of such part, or the Cleaner itself, must be made prepaid
[!_:\ 1% to the factory or authorized Distributor during the period of
the guarantee. Under any other circumstances a service
charge will be made for sending a service representative to
T8 call for or deliver any cleaner or part.

Replacement of belts will not be made gratis, as the amount
of use and care given the brush assembly determines
their length of life.(We canngt guarantée! the lifeCof light
bulbs.

If you cannot locate a nearby Distributor for required serv-
ice, write The Scott & Fetzer Company, Cleveland 2, Ohio,
for instructions.

L
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Read the Instructfon Book thoroughly, as failure to follow
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KIRBY GENERAL COVERAGE GUARANTEE

This Guarantee is null and void if the nameplate has been defaced, removed or changed in any way wh

qie in

from the

are in force only when the Kirby is purchased from an authorized factory
distributor or dealer and the established price has been paid by the purchaser.

This Guarantee, Service Insurance and the Coverage are void if your Kirby is serviced by any other than an authorized Kirby

by accident, misuse, abuse or damage resulting from owner’s
tampering or repairs attempted by unauthorized service men.

No verbal or written agreement on the part of the salesman
or Distributor other than contained herein is valid or binding
on the manufacturer and should not be accepted by the
purchaser.

“The above guarantee shall only cover the Kirby Cleaner
if the same be purchased from a dealer duly authorized and
enfranchised by the manufacturer below.”

GENERAL SERVICE INSURANCE

The manufacturer and/or distributor hereby agree to en-
tirely rebuild and recondition this Kirby any time after the
expiration of the factory guarantee and as often as the orig-
inal purchaser may require, providing it is still in the pos-
session of the original owner, as set forth in the following:

¥ insgructions may mjurg the cleaner and cause trouble for 1. The manufacturer and/or distributor in rebuilding the
[’; w?ngh the Company will not be responsible. The Company machine for the purchaser will makelevery effort to keep
o will in no case be responsible for damage or breakage caused the cost to the customer for this sefvice as low as possible
0
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and the manufacturer will in no case charge the customer
more than $12.50 for any one rebuild.

The price of $12.50 (maximum for rebuilding service)
shall include all labor and cost of parts necessary to put
the machine in A-1 condition and no extra charge will
be made other than transportation.

If a Kirby owner should desire to have an authorized
Kirby distributor do the rebuilding as outlined above,
said distributor to compensate for transportation charges
that he must pay on genuine Kirby parts, may charge up
to but not in excess of $17.50 for any one rebuilding.
It is to be noted that the distributor’s rebuilding charge
in most cases represents a substantial saving to the
Kirby owner as compared to the factory rebuilding charge
plus transportation. Also, local distributors can generally
save considerable time in the rebuilding process.

COVERAGE OF LOSS BY FIRE

In the event that this machine, while in the possession
of the original purchaser, should be damaged by fire on
the premises of the purchaser, the manufacturer will re-
pair or rebuild the machine for the customer and return
the equivalent of a new machine of the same model, pro-
viding the customer will send $12.50 and the fire-damaged
remains prepaid to our factory; return transportation to
the customer’s home to be paid by the customer. This
service is based solely upon the condition that the pur-
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4 GENERAL SERVICE INSURANCE

For the “Kirby" in the home

2. In the event that the machine, while in the possession of

chaser has met with all of the requirements of the pur-
chase agreement and it is distinctly understood that said
replacement will in no way nullify the terms of that
purchase agreement. In this case a one-year rebuild guar-
antee will also be issued to the customer.

the original purchaser, should be completely and wholly
destroyed by fire so that no damaged parts can be re-
turned, an affidavit, sworn to by the original owner
before a Notary Public, will be accepted in lieu of dam-
aged parts and the machine will be completely replaced
under the terms set forth in Section 1 above.

President
THE SCOTT & FETZER COMPANY
Manufacturers of the Kirby
Sanitation System.

THE SCOTT & FETZER CO. — Manufacturers

of Machine .. . <ccseene... Date of Original

Serial No. Purchase ..o
CLEVELAND 2, OHI10, U.S.A.

This Guarantee

Covers Kirby
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Dear Kirby Owner;

I wisp to personally Welcome You into the ‘ever
growing family, of ownerg of the Kirby Sam'tation
System, I know you wip €njoy the yge of our
Product,

Many Years of €Xperience and the skill developed

y Making milliong of cleanerg have gone intg Your
Kx'rby. ¢ haye SPared pq efforts to give you g
dependable and long~lived Mmachine,

We are building into the Kirby Sam‘tation System
everything Which the Amen'can lady of the house

as come to consider €ssentia] , « Work Saving, time
Saving and heajtp Saving |

It is 4 fact that today Many more household Uses
are founq for the Kirby than any other Machine,, .
itis g Quality Product built to Serve yoy completely.
If you Will use your Kx‘rby in the Ways Suggesteq
to you by “Tp¢ Kirby Man* and folloy, this jn-
Struction book, 1 am sure You wijj Teceive g heaping
Measyre of beneﬁts from Your x'nvestment.

Cordjay; y,

President of The Scott & Fetzer Company

HOME OF THE KIRBY
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